
Orange Skis 
 

 
 
 

Don’t hibernate this winter, think healthy and ski.   Take advantage of the opportunity to 
enjoy cold-weather sports that will keep you in shape while you enjoy Orange County’s 
beautiful winter scenery.  The activity and added exposure to sunlight will also lift your 
spirits and keep you in a positive state of mind.   Just remember to dress properly and 
gradually increase the challenge of your workout.   
 
Downhill skiing and snowboarding are fabulous ways to exercise.  We’re lucky to have 
the oldest operating downhill ski area in New York State, Mount Peter, conveniently 
located in Orange County.   It is also just one of the few ski centers that are still family 
operated.   Mount Peter offers the perfect environment for those just learning to ski, those 
wanting to sharpen their skills before taking a ski vacation on higher slopes, and those 
who want to enjoy skiing regularly close to home.  They offer equipment rentals and free 
beginner ski lessons for ages 5 and up on weekends and holidays.  Private and group 
lessons are also available.  Check the Mount Peter web site to find out about fun themed 
events at this great ski center all season long.  

Downhill Skiing and Snowboarding 

 

Mount Peter, Route 17A & Old Mount Peter Road • Warwick 10990  
www.mtpeter.com  845-986-4940 or 986-4992 (conditions). 
Vertical drop 400 feet. 11 trails, skiing, and snowboarding. 2 double lifts. 
Snowmaking. Lodge, cafe, and Pete's Place Bar. Open year round with special events 
and party facilities. Mon–Fri, 9–9.  Sat 8:30–10. Sun 8:30–5. 
 
Directions:  Take Route 94 through Warwick to Route 17A.  Follow 17A toward 
Greenwood Lake.  Or, take Route 17 south to intersection with Route 17A. Follow 
17A to Mt. Peter.  
 



 
Even more aerobic than downhill skiing is cross-country skiing.  It’s great exercise 
because it involves the use of so many muscles as the upper and lower body works 
together to propel you through the snow.  It is also a low-risk, low-impact activity.  Best 
of all, cross-country skiers can burn as much as nine hundred calories per hour. And, it 
doesn’t require lessons, although some tips from an experienced skier would be very 
helpful.  
 
New skiers may also appreciate the use of groomed cross-country trails. Thomas Bull 
(Orange County) Park grooms a series of trails, especially on weekends when there is 
sufficient snowfall.  Also contingent on snowfall and cold weather, are many ungroomed 
trails throughout the county.  Some examples are listed below.  Since there are no local 
cross-country ski rentals, it will be necessary to bring your own equipment.   

 

Cross-country Skiing / Groomed Trails 
 

Orange County Park/Thomas Bull Memorial Park 
211 Route 416 • Montgomery 12549 • 845-457-4949 
Cross-country skiing on groomed trail. Fee. Call for conditions. 
 
Check the Orange County Tourism Calendar of Events for special events at this 
location, like the “Cross-Country Moonlight Ski” usually scheduled in January and 
February, weather permitting. www.orangetourism.org 
 

Cross-country Skiing / Ungroomed Trails 
 

Bear Mountain and Harriman State Parks  

Route 9W • Bear Mountain 10911 • 845-786-2701 
www.friendsofpalisades.org 
  

Black Rock Forest 

Route 9W • Cornwall 12518 • 845-534-4517 
(Entrance and parking just past Kenridge Farm on 9W south.) 
www.blackrockforest.org 
 
Goosepond Mountain 

Route 17M • Chester 10918 • 845-786-2701 
www.friendsofpalisades.org 
 
Heritage Trail • 845-294-8886 
15-mile converted rail bed with access points and parking in Monroe, Chester and 
Goshen.   
 
Kenridge Farm  
Route 9W • Cornwall 12518 • 845-534-5506 
www.museumhudsonhighlands.org 
 

Sterling Forest State Park 

115 Old Forge Road • Tuxedo 10987 • 845-351-5907 
www.friendsofpalisades.org 
 
Stewart State Forest 
Route 207 • New Windsor • 845-256-3076 
(This property is also available to snowmobiles.) 
 



 In case you’re not quite ready to strap on a pair of skis, there are other fun winter 
activities to get you off the couch and into the fresh air.  Try a snow-tubing session at 
Thomas Bull (Orange County) Memorial Park.  Even though special towing equipment 
will pull you and your tube back up the slope, you’ll burn calories from the exhilaration 
of the ride down as well as from all of the laughter.  The snow tubing operation is usually  
open from late December through early March.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snow Tubing 
 
Since a certain amount of snowfall and cold weather are required to prepare the snow 
tubing lanes, it is strongly suggested that you call to check on conditions before you 
arrive at the park.  Sessions cost $10 per person and last for 1 ½ hours The general 
schedule is listed below: 
 

Friday Evenings  2 Sessions Available 6:00-7:30 pm,  8-9:30 pm 
 
Saturdays  6 Sessions Available 9:30-11am, 11:30am-1pm, 1:30-3:00pm 

3:30-5:00pm, 6:00-7:30pm, 8:00-9:30pm 
 

Sundays &  4 Sessions Available 9:30-11am, 11:30am-1pm, 1:30-3pm, 
School Holidays      3:30-5:00pm 
 

Orange County Park/Thomas Bull Memorial Park 
211 Route 416 • Montgomery 12549 • 845-457-4949 
Fee. Call for conditions. 

 
There are some special adult snow tubing events held in January and February. Check 
the Orange County Tourism Calendar of Events for dates. www.orangetourism.org 
 


