
1. Museum of the Hudson Highlands  
Route 9W, Cornwall 

           (845) 534-5506  
           http://www.hhnaturemuseum.org/ 
 

Novice hikers and families will especially appreciate this 1 ½ mile trail designed 
to study nature at this beautiful wildlife sanctuary, one of two sites operated by 
The Museum of the Hudson Highlands.  The trail, which winds through 4 
ecosystems (forest, grasslands, ponds, and wetlands), is situated on a tract of 
farmland that was established during the early 1700’s.  A dairy barn, built in the 
1890’s, still stands on the property in its original state. The trail is open from 
dawn to dusk, 7 days a week.  No pets are permitted.  Restroom facilities are only 
available during museum hours.  If you visit on the weekend, be sure to check out 
the changing art exhibits in the Farmhouse Gallery between noon and 4pm.  Just 
minutes away, the Museum of the Hudson Highlands at The Boulevard offers a 
half-mile nature trail and some wonderful live animal exhibits. 

 
Admission: $2.00 per person.  

 

Directions:  From the west, take I-84 east to exit 10.  Turn right off ramp and 
continue south on Route 9W through Newburgh and New Windsor.  Just after you 
pass the Angola Road exit in Cornwall, watch for the Kenridge Farm entrance on 
your right.   

 
2. Heritage Trail,  

Monroe, Chester, & Goshen 10924 
            845-294-8886   
            http://www.orangepathways.org/heritage.html 
 

Orange County’s Heritage Trail provides a unique setting, meandering through 
woods and meadows via a flat, paved 10-foot wide converted rail bed.  This 
lovely trail runs for about 11 miles between Airplane Park in Monroe and the 
Village of Goshen.  It’s an easy path for those who are just starting their walking 
routine.  On Saturdays, walkers who pass through Chester between 9 and 1 can 
stop by the restored 1915 Arts & Crafts Erie Depot station which houses railroad 
memorabilia from the area. A separate 2.5-mile unpaved section of the trail at 6 
1/2 Station Road in Goshen takes you past a 62-acre bird sanctuary.  Access 
points are in Monroe, Chester and Goshen, all with convenient parking. Walkers 
should move to the right when bicyclists and in-line skaters are passing.  There 
are a couple of portable toilets located near the middle of the paved trail.  Pets 
should be leashed.      

 
Parking Directions:  Goshen – From intersection at center of the village head 
south on Church Street.  Turn right at St. James Place.  There is a large parking lot 
just ahead on the right.  Chester – From Route 94, turn at the Chester Firehouse 
toward “Historic Downtown Chester.”  Parking is located at the historic railroad 
station.  Monroe – Parking near the Airplane Park off of Route 17M.  There is 



also a small lot near the commuter bus parking behind Museum Village off of 
Route 17 at exit 129.   
 

3. Bear Mountain Trailside Museums and Wildlife Center 
Bear Mountain State Park 

           (845) 786-2701, ext. 263     
           http://www.trailsidezoo.org/ 
 

The gentle hills of the paved wooded trails in this landmark park are sure to give 
you a great workout as well as a wonderful nature experience.  As you traverse 
this path, you’ll actually be walking the most popular section of the Appalachian 
Trail, founded here in 1923.   You’ll glimpse spectacular views of the Hudson 
River and the site of Fort Clinton.  You’ll pass by the famous bear den and see 
other rescued local animals unable to fend for themselves in the wild.  Take one 
pass through for the exercise, then stroll back, stopping in the trailside museum 
buildings where you’ll find interesting displays on local history, geology, reptiles 
and nature.  On your way back to the parking lot, you may also take a quick jaunt 
around lovely Hessian Lake.      

 
Hours:  10:00 am to 4:30 pm daily.  Year round.   

 

Admission:  Adults $1.00, age 6-12 $0.50, under 5 free.  Parking is $6.00 per 
vehicle at the Bear Mountain State Park main parking lot. 

 
Directions:  Take Route 9W south or Route 6 east to the Bear Mountain Circle.  
Follow the signs for Bear Mountain State Park.  
 

4. Newburgh-Beacon (Hamilton Fish) Bridge 

Interstate Route 84 between Newburgh and Beacon.   
845-691-7245 
http://www.nysba.state.ny.us/bridgepages/NBB/NBBpage/nbb_page.htm 

 

Walk along the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge and gaze at beautiful views of the 
Newburgh Bay and Hudson River.  Look downriver at the fabulous Newburgh 
Waterfront and enjoy distant sights of the Hudson Highlands, Cornwall Bay and 
Bannerman Island. Opened in 1981, this bicycle and pedestrian crossing is only 
the second such crossing on a federal interstate.  The 1.9-mile span is flat, smooth, 
and straight – perfect for moving along at a pace that will speed up your pulse. 
You might want to take one quick walk, and then, slow down a bit to take in the 
spectacular vistas. Free parking is provided at lots under the bridge at Grand 
Street.  

 
Directions:  From I-84 east, take exit 10 to Route 9W South.  At the first light, 
turn left on North Plank Road (There is a sign here for “Historic Newburgh 
Waterfront.”)  Pass two traffic lights, one at Powell Avenue, and one at the 
intersection of Balmville Road and Liberty Street.  Make the next left on Grand 



Avenue and proceed until you come to the bridge parking.  (Be careful not to 
confuse Grand Avenue with Grand Street.) 
 

5. Appalachian Trail to Greenwood Lake Overlook 
Route 17A, Warwick 

 
This easy 2-mile section of the Appalachian Trail is suitable for walkers of all 
levels.   
Spectacular views from the rock outcroppings at the end of this hike (about a one 
hour walk) make it a worthwhile adventure for everyone.   Be sure to bring your 
camera and your binoculars.  The trail is narrow in places and you will be 
stepping over rocks and fallen trees at times, so be cautious.  It’s a good idea to 
wear sturdy hiking shoes or sneakers.  The rock outcroppings are expansive.  You 
can rest there comfortably before hiking back to the car.  More ambitious hikers 
who want to continue farther along the trail may want to bring along a trail map. 
Maps are sold by the NY/NJ Trail Conference which can be reached at (201)512-
9348, or on the internet at www.nynjtc.org. The maps can also be purchased at the 
Palisades Parkway Information Center and the Museum of the Hudson Highlands 
in Cornwall.  

  

Directions:  From the north, take Route 17 south from Harriman.  Turn right at 
the traffic light intersection with Route 17A.  Follow Route 17A through 
Greenwood Lake toward Warwick.  Just past Mt. Peter, there is a parking area for 
the trailhead on the left.  If you see the entrance for the Mount Peter Hawk Watch 
site on your left at Kane Road, you’ve driven a little past the trailhead parking.    

From Monroe, take Lakes Road to Greenwood Lake.  Turn right on Route 17A 
and follow the directions above.   

From the west, take Route 94 through the Village of Warwick.  Turn left on Route 
17A.  Just after passing the Bellvale Creamery on your left, watch for the 
trailhead parking on your right.    

 

6. Black Rock Forest  
Route 9W, Cornwall  
(845-534-4517) 

            www.blackrockforest.org 
 

This beautiful natural area between Cornwall and West Point in the Hudson 
Highlands features a network of trails including a road that was once traveled by 
the Continental Army.  It’s easy to follow the most popular trails since they are 
wide and well-traveled.  Maps available at the trailhead will direct you to the 
marked trails.  The 3,785-acre site has a diversity of forest habitats and streams, 
ponds and natural wetlands.  The name “Black Rock” comes from a summit 
below Cornwall that is clad with Pitch Pine.  Although this preserve includes the 
highest peaks west of the river in the Highlands, not all of the hiking trails are 



strenuous.  After walking up the hill from the parking area, there is a gradual 
climb to a reservoir that services Cornwall.  A walk to the reservoir is a pleasant 
jaunt even for inexperienced hikers who would like to enjoy some time in the 
woods.  There are long flat stretches between the hills.  There are no facilities at 
this location. 

 
Admission:  The Black Rock Consortium, which operates this property as an 
educational and research institute, does not charge for access but suggests a 
donation of $2 for adults and $1 per child.  They also suggest a map donation of 
$1 to defer the cost of printing.   

 

Hours:  Daylight hours year-round.   
 

Pets:  Dogs on leashes are permitted.   
 

Note:  You may encounter bike riders. Bike riding is restricted to members of the 
Black Rock Mountain Bike Club. 

 

Directions:  Take Route 9W south from Cornwall.  After passing the Museum of 
the Hudson Highlands Kenridge Farm on your right, continue for 1.1 miles to the 
entrance road for the forest, marked by a black sign.  Continue for ½ mile to a “T” 
intersection with Reservoir Road.  Turn right.  You will come to a parking area on 
your right.  Park here, and walk up the hill. You will see the Science Center 
(private) on your left.  An information board and the entrance to the trails will be 
on your right.   

 
If you pass the Storm King School on the northbound side of Route 9W, you’ve 
passed the main entrance.  Small vehicles can enter from the Storm King School 
entrance by making an immediate right through a narrow tunnel under the 
highway.   
 

7. Mill Pond Walk  

Village of Monroe  

http://villageofmonroe.org/vomoutdoorrec2.html#millpond 
 

Visible from Route 17M in the Village of Monroe, you’ll find a convenient 2-mile 
walking trail that surrounds the Mill Pond.  There is free 2-hour parking along the 
route, ample time for a brisk walk.  Divided by Lake Street, it’s approximately 
one mile around each half of the picturesque pond. A dam built on the Ramapo 
River by David Smith, who settled in Monroe in 1741, created the Mill Pond.  As 
you progress along the pathway, you’ll pass Monroe’s business district and catch 
a few glimpses of some historical sites including the remains of the foundation of 
David Smith’s gristmill.  Just off the path stands David Smith’s house, the first 
house in Monroe, identified by a historical marker.  You’ll also pass the site of the 
old Monroe Theater, which operated for more than 80 years, and the location of 
the cheese factory where Emil Frey, inventor of Liederkranz cheese, perfected the 



process for Velveeta cheese.  Those in shape for a longer hike, may want to 
wander some of the village streets where more historic gems like the Monroe 
Race Track still stand, or continue along the Heritage Trail which runs to the 
Airplane Park at the northern end of the Mill Pond.   

  

Directions:  Follow Route 17M south from Chester or Harriman into the Village 
of Monroe, or take Route 208 south to the intersection of Route 17M in Monroe.  
The closest exit off the Quickway (Route 17) is Exit 130 from which you can take 
Route 208 south.    

 
8. Fort Montgomery  

Route 9W, Fort Montgomery  
(845) 786-2701  
www.friendsofpalisades.org  

 

Walk in the footsteps of the American patriots who fought a turning point battle at 
this Revolutionary War fortification in 1777.  At the entrance there are colorful 
signs that explain the fort’s history.  Walking along the gravel paths, you’ll see 
the actual stone foundations of barracks and other buildings that have been 
recently renovated.  Enjoy beautiful views of the Hudson from the Grand Battery 
where cannons once guarded the famous iron chain that stretched across the river.  
You’ll probably want to take a leisurely stroll so that you can observe the exhibits 
of this National Historic Landmark, but once you cross the suspension footbridge 
that crosses the Popolopen Creek, you can briskly hike for another half-mile to 
Bear Mountain State Park.  The trails within the fort lead downhill toward the 
river and the path directly in front of the footbridge is rather steep. There is a 
portable toilet not far from the entrance to the site.  

 
Pets:  Dogs on leashes are permitted on the trails within Fort Montgomery but 
may not be taken into the Bear Mountain Zoo area.  
 
Directions: Take the NYS Thruway to Exit 16 (Harriman) or Route 17 east to 
Exit 131.  Pick up Route 17 south .4 mile to Route 6; Take Route 6 east to the 
Palisades Interstate Parkway North; Proceed to Bear Mountain Bridge circle, 
make 3rd right off the circle (9W north to West Point exit); Battle site parking is 
approximately 1 mile on the right. 
 
Or, take Route 9W south.  Pass through the Village of Fort Montgomery.  Park in 
the designated parking area at the Trading Post.   

 

Hours:  Dawn to dusk, daily, year round.   
 

Admission:  Free.   
 

9. Sterling Forest State Park,  
115 Old Forge Road, Tuxedo, NY  10987 
www.friendsofpalisades.org   



 
At the southern end of Orange County, Sterling Forest State Park offers a 
wonderful variety of walking trails and scenery.  At the brand new information 
center overlooking Sterling Lake, you’ll find specific information about the trails.  
Select one that’s just right for you in terms of difficulty and length.  This is a 
well-known bird watching area as well as home to 62 species of butterflies and 
other wildlife.  Along some of the trails, there are still of remnants of the iron 
mining industry that flourished here from the early 1700’s to the 1920’s.  If you’d 
prefer a guided walk with a ranger or park educator, check the events listings at 
www.orangetourism.org for scheduled hikes. Hiking is only allowed on marked 
trails. There are interpretive exhibits, picnic tables, restroom facilities and a gift 
shop at the visitor’s center.    

 
Directions:  Traveling south, take the NYS Thruway (I-87) to exit 16 – Harriman 
and then exit 131, just past the tollbooths. Or, from the west, take Route 17 east to 
exit 131. Head south on Route 17 for 7.25 miles.  At traffic light, take right ramp 
to Route 17A west for 1.4 miles.  Turn left onto Long Meadow Road.  Turn right 
on Old Forge Road.  The Visitor Center will be on your right.   
 

10. Stewart State Forest,  
New Windsor  12553 
845-256-3000   
http://www.dec.state.ny.us    

 
The Stewart State Forest, 5,264 acres of state reforestation land west of Stewart 
Airport in the towns of Montgomery, New Windsor and Hamptonburgh, is a 
beautiful location to walk and enjoy nature. Along the trails and old roads, you’ll 
see reminders of the homes and farms that occupied this property with fruit trees 
and flowering shrubs. It’s a wonderful place to observe birds and wildlife.  This 
land is fairly flat which makes for easy walking.   Special regulations restrict 
access during hunting season from October 1st through the end of the Regular Big 
Game Season in December.  This property is managed by the Department of 
Environmental Conservation, Region 3.  Please park in the designated parking 
area at the entrance and take a few minutes to read the regulatory signs and 
postings at the gate.  There are no facilities here.   

 
Directions:  Use the DEC entrance located on Route 207 between New Windsor 
and Goshen, just three miles west of Stewart Airport.   

 
11. Storm King Art Center,  

Old Pleasant Hill Road, Mountainville, NY  10953  
845-534-3115   
www.stormking.org 

 
Storm King Art Center’s 500-acres of landscaped lawns, fields and woodlands 
provide one of the most wonderful walking environments anywhere.  Even those 



who are not familiar with modern sculpture are sure to enjoy the interesting 
interaction between the sculpture and the landscape.  Changing exhibits and 
seasons make this a place to visit often.  The paths you can take are infinite. There 
is a short fairly level walking path around the perimeter of the indoor gallery, but 
much of the park is made up of rolling hills.  There are some roads within the 
park, but most of the terrain is not good for strollers.  Touching or climbing on 
any of the sculpture is prohibited and pets are not allowed, except for trained 
guide and service animals.  

 
Hours: Closed on Monday & Tuesday.  April through October 11am – 5:30 pm.  

 
Admission: $10 adults, $9 seniors 65+, $9 college students, $7 students K-12, 
children under 5 and members free.  All Orange County residents may enjoy free 

admission on Orange County Day, June 26, 2005. 

 
Directions:  Turn onto Orrs Mills Road from  Route 32 (approx. 7 miles north of 
Central Valley; approx. 4 miles south of Vails Gate). From Route 9W, use the 
Cornwall Quaker Avenue exit to go to Route 32.  As you get close, follow the 
blue “SKAC” signs.  Orrs Mills Road can also be accessed from Salisbury Mills. 
Old Pleasant Hill Road is just off of Orrs Mills Road near Route 32.  
 

12. Walk Through Historic Goshen 

Goshen Chamber of Commerce  
845-294-7741  
www.goshennychamber.com 

 
Take a walk through the Village of Goshen and stroll through history. Prior to the 
Revolutionary War, a stage road was built that eventually lead to Goshen becoming 
the county seat. It was the scene of important historical events dating back to the 
French and Indian Wars as well as the Revolutionary War.   Two self-guided walking 
tours have been created by Goshen Restoration Unlimited to help you appreciate the 
rich heritage of this Orange County hub.  The centrally located area covered by the 
tour is confined within a few blocks and can generally be completed in about an hour, 
but the timing will depend on how much time is spent at the landmarks along the 
route.  Throughout the village, you’ll find charming architecture along tree-lined 
streets.  Just watch your step as you pace the slate sidewalks, which are a bit uneven 
in places.  The guided walking tours can be printed from the Goshen Chamber of 
Commerce web site at www.goshennychamber.com/walkthrough.asp.    

 
Directions:   Route 17 - exit 124 to Route 207 west or follow Route 207 east from 
Newburgh.  Craigville Road also leads to Goshen from Route 94 in Blooming Grove.  

     
 

13. Stephen Crane Walking Tour  
Port Jervis 12771  

845-856-7313 



www.minisink.org  
 

A walking tour within the City of Port Jervis will give you great exercise as well 
as a glimpse into the city’s fascinating history.  Situated at the junction of the 
Neversink and Delaware Rivers, the area was settled before 1700. A particular 
walk is dedicated to one its most famous personalities, Stephen Crane, the author 
of The Red Badge of Courage.  He was such a frequent visitor to Port Jervis that 
he came to think of it as his home and did much of his writing there. It is said that 
he found the stories told by the Civil War Veterans who gathered at Soldier’s 
Monument to be a great resource for his writing. This grand 45-foot tall 
monument at the corner of East Main and Sussex Streets is worth a visit on its 
own merits. The self-guided 1½-mile tour begins at the Port Jervis Carnegie 
Library, 138 Pike Street. (This library is also the home of the Minisink Valley 
Historical Society, which has an important collection of local history materials 
including photographs, books, pamphlets, files and materials related to Crane.)  
The tour will take you past the home of Crane’s oldest brother at 19 East Main 
Street as well as other related sites.  Some plaques have been posted to help you 
locate them. 

 
Directions:  Take I-84 West to Exit 1, Port Jervis.  Turn left off exit.  Go to the 
traffic light and bear right on East Main Street.  Go about 1.5 miles and turn left at 
Pike Street.   
 
Special thanks to Peter Osborne, Executive Director of the Minisink Valley 

Historical Society, for allowing Orange County Tourism to re- print the “Stephen 

Crane Walking Tour” that he created:  

 

Stephen Crane Remembered:  A Walking Tour 

Port Jervis, New York 

About the tour..... 
 
 At the time Stephen Crane stayed in Port Jervis, the bustling village was in the 
midst of its Gilded Age. The town served as a division center for the Erie Railroad and it 
was also a major stop along the route of the Delaware and Hudson Canal, which shipped 
coal from the foothills of Scranton, Pennsylvania to Kingston, New York and then to 
New York City and New England via the Hudson River. 
 Because many of its citizens were prominent in railroad, canal, political and social 
circles, the village's people took pride in their community. As a result, it had several 
theaters, opera houses, two newspapers, a large number of social and civic organizations 
and many active church congregations. In addition, it had a Carnegie Library (1903) 
which was the first library organized under the state's Free Library Law of 1892. The 
Minisink Valley Historical Society, formed in 1889, was the second oldest historical 
society in Orange County.  Contemporary sources refer to the city as being a "modern 
town," ahead of its times. It was this town Stephen Crane knew as a boy and later as a 
young man.  This walking tour is about a mile and half long and was created by Peter 
Osborne, executive director of the Minisink Valley Historical Society. The buildings and 



sites on the tour were chosen because they best represent Stephen Crane's time in Port 
Jervis. They may or may not be open to the public depending on the day of the week and 
some are private residences. Several buildings have been included on the tour that are not 
related to Crane but are beautiful examples of late 19th century architecture. It is hoped 
this tour will inspire new interest in this critically acclaimed author who spent so much of 
his time living or visiting here in Port Jervis. 
 

Stephen Crane 

 
About Stephen Crane 
 Stephen Crane was born in Newark, New Jersey in 1871, the son of a Methodist 
minister. Before he reached 25, Crane had made his mark on the American literary scene 
by writing two major works: Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (1893) and The Red Badge of 
Courage (1895). He failed a theme-writing course in college at the same time he was 
writing articles for newspapers, among them the New York Herald Tribune. Maggie, 
drawn from first hand observations in the slums of New York, was praised and 
condemned for its sordid realism. By contrast, The Red Badge of Courage, also praised 
for its realism, was drawn entirely from newspaper accounts and research as Crane 
himself never went to war. 
 
 Crane believed that the artist must live what he creates, and this adventurous spirit 
drove him to Cuba in 1896, providing the experience for his most famous short story, 
"The Open Boat," a tale of sufferings endured by Crane and his three companions aboard 
a lifeboat after their ship sank. He traveled to Greece as a correspondent, and returned to 
Cuba to cover the Spanish-American War. At the age of 28, in failing health, he traveled 
from England to Germany to recuperate in the healing atmosphere of the Black Forest. 
While working on a humorous novel, The O'Ruddy, he died in Germany of tuberculosis 
in June of 1900. 

 

 

Introduction to The Red Badge of Courage by Alfred S. Vedro 

Bantam Books, New York, 1960 

 
 Stephen Crane was William H. Crane's youngest brother and a frequent visitor to 
his house in Port Jervis after he left Syracuse University during the summer of 1891. In a 
large wicker chair on his brother Will's front porch, almost screened from view by a 
syringa bush, Crane created some of America's greatest literature. His conversations with 
Civil War veterans who gathered at the foot of the Soldier's Monument in Orange Square 
were, in part, the basis for his account of the Civil War in The Red Badge of Courage that 
was published in 1895. His camping trips throughout the region and observations of local 
residents also stimulated his writing and found their way into his "Sullivan County 
Sketches," "Whilholmville Stories" and, some believe, in his novel The Monster. He also 
authored occasional articles for the local newspaper, the Evening Gazette, in Port Jervis. 
 
 Crane spent more time in the Port Jervis area than anywhere else and considered it 
his home. The Port Jervis Free Library purchased his books and local newspapers wrote 



proudly of him.  His lifestyle was unconventional and he was the subject of gossip that is 
still murmured by local residents. 
 
 Crane tried to enlist in the Army at the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, 
however, his tuberculosis was discovered and kept him from service.  He became a 
correspondent instead and covered the battles. His courage won him the respect of 
soldiers and he was commended for his bravery in dispatches. 
 
 In 1900, when Stephen Crane was just 28, he died and was buried in the family 
plot in Hillsdale, New Jersey. William, who had served as his brother's legal counsel and 
was a regular source of loans and lodging for him during his lifetime, was the executor of 
his estate. After Stephen's death, William sold the copyright to his brother's published and 
unpublished manuscripts to Alfred Knopf for $5,000. 
 

The Port Jervis Free Library 

138 Pike Street 

Port Jervis, New York 

 

 One of the most important legacies of the Gilded Age in Port Jervis is the 
Carnegie Library at 138 Pike Street. There has been a library in Port Jervis since 1835, 
when state legislation allowed for the creation of school district libraries. Efforts to 
enhance the library began in 1848 along with the creation of the Port Jervis Literary 
Association in 1865, whose main purpose was to provide for a public library and reading 
room. 
 
 As a result of this longstanding interest in a public library, Port Jervis became 
home to a Carnegie Library, the only one in Orange County and the surrounding five-
county region. Now known as the Port Jervis Free Library, it was organized in August 
1892, the first in New York State under the Free Library Law of 1892. Up until 1903 the 
library was located on the second floor of the Farnum Building on lower Pike Street. By 
1893, the library had outgrown its space and in 1899, efforts were begun by prominent 
businessmen to construct a library building in the village. Early on, it became apparent it 
would be too expensive to erect such a building with local funds only. 
 
 After a long and dedicated effort library advocates convinced steel magnate 
Andrew Carnegie to donate funds towards its construction.  With a contribution of land 
made by local businessman Peter Farnum, and a substantial donation of $30,000 by 
Carnegie, the building of a library became possible. In February 1901, local residents 
were, according to the local newspapers, "electrified" by the announcement of Carnegie 
and Farnum's donations. 
 
 The library was designed by W. S. Ackerman of the New York City architectural 
firm of Ackerman and Ross and was built by local contractor Lorenzo Wood. The 
cornerstone was laid in 1902 and opening ceremonies took place in 1903. The firm had 
also designed Carnegie libraries for Washington, D.C.; Atlanta, Georgia; San Diego, 
California; East Orange, New Jersey and Utica, New York. 



 
 It was dedicated during the height of one of America's greatest and most famous 
philanthropies that ultimately amounted to $40 million.  It is one of 1,679 libraries given 
to 1,412 towns and cities across America. Today it is one of only a few hundred Carnegie 
libraries that survive and are still used for their original purpose or some other municipal 
function. Carnegie, known as the "Patron Saint of Libraries," is supposed to have said 
that, "The Library building is built to last."  And, indeed it has. 
  

The library was the first in Orange County to have a separate children's reading 
room and it was annually a leader in the state in acquiring new books, ranking in the top 
30 per cent. It was the first library in the state to establish a permanent maintenance fund, 
a condition for the Carnegie donation. By 1903 there were 14,000 books in the collection, 
with 1,000 books being added per annum. A contemporary library report concludes that 
the "volumes of the best thought of the brightest minds of the world, ever ready to talk to 
us in the best of language" were available for loan, and that mission remains to this day.  

 
 The library has a complete collection of the works of Stephen Crane and an 
excellent collection of materials related to him. It bought copies of his books when they 
came out in the last years of the 19th century. In addition, a portrait of him hangs in the 
reference room. This building is also home to the Minisink Valley Historical Society, 
which has an important collection of local history materials including photographs, 
books, pamphlets, files and materials related to Crane. 
 

Orange Square 

Pike & Sussex Streets 

Port Jervis, New York 

 

 The city's first and arguably its most important park was enhanced greatly during 
the Gilded Age. Orange Square, located at the corner of Broome and Pike streets, was 
donated by the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company to the city in the early decades of 
the 19th century. It was named to honor the county, and was located in the center of the 
bustling canal village, though the center of town would ultimately move to the area of 
Jersey Avenue and Front Street. 
 
 The square was designed with a series of paths emanating from a central circle 
where a fountain was located, a pattern retained in the current design. An impressive, 
multi-tiered fountain, located in the center of the park, was later moved to a location near 
Sussex Street. 
 
 At the center of Orange Square today is a monument dedicated on July 5, 1886, in 
the presence of some 10,000 people to the veterans of the Civil War. It was donated by 
Diana Farnum, who left $8,000 for its construction in her will. Her two sons provided an 
additional $2,000. A parade that had 850 participants and was three miles long marched 
to the square for the dedication ceremony. The local newspaper called it the "greatest day 
that Port Jervis ever had." 
 



 The monument is 45 feet high and 14 feet square at ground level.  At the base of 
the monument are four representations of the branches of services at the time: the 
infantry, cavalry, artillery and navy. The soldier at its apex is 7 feet tall and weighs 1 1/2 
tons.  The entire monument stands on a bed of bluestone and masonry that is 10 feet 
deep.  The architect was E.F. Carr of the firm of Frederick and Field, and when dedicated 
it was considered to be one of the finest and largest monuments in southeastern New 
York State. Contemporary accounts describe it as one of the most beautiful and finely 
finished monuments the firm ever designed. 
 
 At the base of this newly erected monument, Stephen Crane was said to have 
interviewed veterans of the famed 124th New York Regiment, known as the "Orange 
Blossoms," and from those interviews formed the basis of his acclaimed novel The Red 
Badge of Courage. In 1974, a major restoration was undertaken to repair and clean the 
monument after it had been exposed to railroad soot and the perils of the environment for 
almost a century. There are also monuments dedicated to the veterans of World War I, 
World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and the War on Terrorism. 
 

1st Presbyterian Church of Port Jervis 

8 North Broome Street 

Port Jervis, New York 

 

 This Greek Revival-style building, erected in 1852, is the oldest house of worship 
in Port Jervis. It is a typical temple-fronted church building and unique in the city 
because most of the other churches utilized the more popular Gothic or Craftsman styles. 
Designed with ample spaces in the basement and vestry, it was a house of worship for 
many of Port Jervis' leading citizens of the 19th century as evidenced by its beautiful 
stained glass windows. It cost about $5,000 to build and its designer's name is unknown. 
 
 A beautiful chapel was built at the rear of the building by J.C. Martin in 1889, 
designed by an unknown architect and for reasons that remain unclear. It cost about 
$11,000 to build and furnish. During the 1890s, the main sanctuary was radically altered 
and improved. The changes included the installation of a new steam heating system, a 
new tin ceiling, the placement of electric lights, the installation of the current pews and 
raising the level of the floor. The paneling behind the pulpit and oak wainscoting was 
installed during this time as well.  William Crane, Stephen's older brother, sang in several 
concerts here. 

 
Drew United Methodist Church 

49-51 Sussex Street 

Port Jervis, New York 

 

 There have been Methodists in the river valley since1812 but the first 
congregation was not organized until 1838. In 1866, a church was constructed utilizing 
the typical Gothic architectural style of the period. It stood at the corner of Sussex and 
Broome streets and had a 120-foot spire. The spire was blown down by windstorm (some 
called it a tornado) in 1893. Another church was built in 1894. 



 
 It was one of the most unique churches in Port Jervis with beautiful woodwork 
and an unusual arrangement of pews known as the acorn seating plan. The plan, 
according to former Orange County Historian Colin Faulds, was popular in Methodist 
churches in the late 19th century. Its design follows the Craftsman Movement, which 
emphasized less grand and more handcrafted styles. By doing this, congregations were 
reaching back to what they perceived to be the more natural religious feel of medieval 
halls and churches. 
 
 The architect for the church was L.B. Valk & Son of Brooklyn, the same architect 
who designed the Grace Episcopal Church on East Main Street in Port Jervis. Although 
they were designed by the same firm the buildings are markedly different. It is also 
important to note that many of the city's most beautiful buildings were designed by 
architects like Valk, who were only a short train ride away in New York City. 
 
 Among its long list of ministers who served here is Jonathan Townley Crane who 
was father to Stephen Crane. He served in Port Jervis from 1878 until his death in 1880 
and was married to Mary Helen Peck, a relative of the founders of Syracuse University. 
The Rev. Crane was here a short time, but it was that interlude that led Stephen Crane to 
call Port Jervis his home for the remainder of his short life. The parsonage from Crane's 
time was located where Fellowship Hall is now located.  
 
 The church was destroyed by a major fire a few years ago and replaced by the 
current structure. There is a stained glass window that is dedicated to the minister located 
at the entrance of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

The Henry B. Swartwout House 

Law Offices of Cuddeback and Onofry 

17 East Main Street 

Port Jervis, New York 

 

 This house was built around 1894 and was the home of Dr. Henry B. Swartwout 
who became the first mayor of the city of Port Jervis in 1907. It served as the 
Quakenbush Funeral Home until the 1960s, and now houses the law offices of 
Cuddeback and Onofry who purchased and restored the building in 1982. 
 
 Stephen Crane may have used this house as the setting for his novel The Monster. 
The barn that used to be in the back yard and a number of features on the interior of the 
house are described in his work. There are several references in the book to locations in 
19th century Port Jervis that in some instances still exist. 
 

The William Crane House 

Law Office of Bavoso and Plotsky 

19 East Main Street 

Port Jervis, New York 

 



 The William Howe Crane House at 19 East Main Street in Port Jervis was built 
sometime after the Civil War. The simple two-story building had a one-story porch across 
the front and a full-width front gable. There was a bay window on the second floor 
located over the double-door entrance on the first floor. Sided with clapboard, the 
exterior was ornamented according to the period. The style, now known as Queen Anne, 
was popular from 1880 until 1910. 
 
   A blurry photograph in R. W. Stallman's Stephen Crane: A Biography shows the 
house to be painted a dark color with portions of the trim highlighted in a lighter color. 
There were a large number of plantings around the house and along the sidewalk out to 
East Main Street. The effect of the trees on the property was to screen it from the street. 
 
 The rear portion of the building retains much of its Queen Anne flavor including 
doors, trim moldings, wainscoting and a stained glass window in the peak of the rear 
gable. The double-hung sash windows also remain from the Crane ownership (1890-
1901). 
 
 Sometime after Crane sold the property, a fire destroyed most of the front part of 
the original house. A 1921 fire insurance map shows the exterior of the house as it 
appears today, including a wrap-around porch, hipped roof, an auto garage and slate roof. 
The map also shows a small porch on the northern rear portion of the building. This style, 
known as Colonial Revival, was popular from the 1880s until the 1930s.  
 
 Interior features common to this style still survive including fireplaces in the 
waiting area and in the main parlor. The building is now home to the law firm of Bavoso 
and Plotsky. 
 

About William Howe Crane 
 

 William Howe Crane was born February 6, 1854, in Pennington, New Jersey, to 
the Rev. Jonathan Townley Crane and Mary Helen Peck. W. H. Crane married Cornelia 
Zearfoss and they had ten children. The family lived at 57 West Main Street in Port Jervis 
but in 1890, purchased the house at 19 East Main Street. William Crane, who had 
whiskers that made him look like a "a horned owl" and was called "Judge" by many, 
opened law offices in Port Jervis in 1883, eventually moving them to the Farnum 
Building on lower Pike Street. 
 
 Crane served as secretary of the Board of Education, treasurer of the Port Jervis 
Water Works, and Special Judge for Orange County. He was also the founder of the 
Hartwood Park Association in Forestburgh, New York, which later became the Hartwood 
Club. Crane left Port Jervis in 1901 to open a law office in Brooklyn. He subsequently 
moved to Pala, California, where he became the president of the American Lithia and 
Chemical Company, owners of the Lithia Mines. He died in Pala on October 31, 1926. 
 

 

The Deerpark Reformed Church 

28 East Main Street 



Port Jervis, New York 

 

 This church is home to the oldest congregation in the area and one of the oldest in 
Orange County, founded in 1737 by Huguenot and Dutch settlers. The current building, 
erected in 1868, is an immense structure with the capacity to hold six hundred people. 
Described by Colin Faulds, a former Orange County Historian, as having been influenced 
by the Venetian Gothic style, it has ornamental bands of limestone throughout its brick 
exterior. The wide-spanning ceiling is a major engineering feat, as the building is 
supported only by external buttresses without any interior pilings. The ceiling is 55 feet 
high.  It may be a copy of the Cathedral of Caudebec in France, which was the ancestral 
home of some of the earliest members of the church. Designed by I.B. Perry of 
Binghamton, N.Y., who was later the architect for the State Capitol Building in Albany, it 
was built by Peter Terhune of Binghamton, N.Y., for $43,000. An equally impressive 
parsonage was built next door in the 1880s. The taller tower of the church was much 
loftier until it was blown down by a windstorm in 1886. Lighting also damaged the 
steeple in 1915. 
 

The Immaculate Conception R.C. Church 

(St. Mary's Church) 

46 Ball Street 

Port Jervis, New York 

 

 The construction of this church was completed in 1877, although the basic 
building had been enclosed by 1869. It is a sanctuary of immense proportions. When 
completely full it can hold 1,000 worshipers.  The exterior tower is 200 feet high; the 
shorter one is 100 feet. The ceiling in the church is 40 feet high. The building is made of 
Fishkill pressed brick and Connecticut brownstone trimmings and cost $60,000 to 
construct. 
 
 The congregation of St. Mary's has been a leader in terms of local architecture, 
having in 1855 built a church that was the first Gothic-styled building in the area, and 
which cost about $25,000. That building was destroyed by fire in 1868. The current 
church was also designed by I.B. Perry of Binghamton, New York, at about the same 
time the Deerpark Reformed Church was being built.   
 
 It has been renovated several times and in the early years of this century a large 
painting of the crucifixion that came from Spain was hung over the altar. The church was 
beautifully frescoed by an Italian artist from New York City named Biancardi. The 
original organ was built in England in1801 and had been used in Trinity Church in New 
York. It was sold to St. Mary's in 1870 and some of its pipes remain. 
 

 

Port Jervis Erie Depot 

15 Jersey Avenue 

Port Jervis, New York 

 



 Port Jervis has always served as a central point in the region's transportation 
network. However, a basic understanding of some statistics are required to realize the 
economic impact of the railroad on Port Jervis during the last quarter of the 19th century. 
The decade of the 1880s saw the opening of some 93,000 miles of railroad across the 
country, the greatest expansion ever to take place in the annals of railroading. The impact 
on thousands of towns across America was enormous and the nation enjoyed a 
tremendous period of prosperity because of economic expansion that it allowed. All 
along the lines new towns sprouted up and local economies flourished where just a few 
decades before nothing had existed. 
 
 The main line trains of the Erie stopped in Port Jervis and it served as a division 
center between Jersey City, N.J. and Susquehanna, Pa. In 1922, 20 passenger trains 
passed through the city each day and six trains reached New York City before 10:30 a.m. 
A brochure describes it as "the place where through trains changed their engines." Freight 
trains hauled anthracite coal into metropolitan regions. 
 
 By one 1922 estimate, at least 2,500 employees of the railroad company lived in 
the Port Jervis area and worked in the railroad shops and this was at a time when the 
decline in the railroading was already becoming apparent to leaders in the community. 
Port Jervis was also a hotbed of union activity as it was the meeting place of the 
Delaware and New York divisions. The unions started here were among the earliest 
formed across the entire system. It was said the payroll was over $125,000 per month in 
the first years of the 20th century. 
 
 By the mid-1920s, other manufacturing facilities were beginning to have an 
impact on the local economy, and the railroad's importance was beginning to decline. As 
larger engines were built and more modern equipment introduced, fewer and fewer 
workers were required. Some thought the day would come when the railroad would be 
dwarfed by other industries. 
 
 It is surprising and disheartening that only one building still survives in this old 
railroad town and that is the Port Jervis Erie Depot. There have been three railroad depots 
in Port Jervis since the first trains came to the area in the late 1840s. The first station was 
a wooden frame structure at the bottom of Pike Street. The second station, constructed of 
brick and stone, was built at 13-19 Jersey Avenue and opened on July 8, 1889. Its 
existence was short-lived, however, when it burned to the ground on December 26, 1890, 
along with the division's offices in an adjacent building.  The current, larger, station was 
built on the same site. Work commenced in June 1891, and was overseen by the 
contracting firm of Gratton and Jennings of Buffalo, New York and probably designed by 
an Erie architect. The station was opened for passenger and freight service on February 2, 
1892. At the time of construction, the station was considered, by contemporary 
newspaper accounts, a credit to the Erie Railroad Company and a "decided ornament to 
Port Jervis."  
 
 The two-story brick building is a mixture of the popular architecture of the period. 
One architectural historian described it as Second Empire Style with Japanese influence. 



Another historian characterized it as an example of the Romanesque Revival Style, 
popular in large metropolitan areas in the late 19th century. In addition, there are 
elements of the Queen Anne Style which was utilized widely in the Port Jervis area. 
Contemporary newspapers called it Gothic. 
  
Some sources described the interior of the building as "lacking a striking effect, though 
excellence in workmanship was obvious." The building was finished in Georgia pine, 
trimmed in cherry, and had hand-carved ornaments in the waiting room. On the first 
floor, there was a general waiting room, a smoking room, a ladies' waiting room, a ticket 
office and closets. The offices of the dispatcher, operator and division superintendent 
were located on the second floor. 
 
 The depot was heated with steam supplied from the Erie roundhouse and 
electrically lighted. The steam heating and plumbing systems were installed by the local 
firm of Swinton and Van Etten.  Lamps, under the awnings of the roof around the outside 
of both the Railway Express Agency building and Port Jervis Erie Depot, provided 
illumination for passengers. 
 
 Construction costs for the entire building were $30,000.  Construction and 
landscaping plans were drawn up in the Erie Company's Jersey City office and included 
seven separate lawns intersected by an 18-inch thick driveway and several walks.  The 
sod for the lawns was cutfrom the flats between West End and the Acre sections of Port 
Jervis.  Four hitching posts were installed in front of the depot near the main entrance. 
 
 In March 1912, major renovations were begun on the depot restaurant, undertaken 
by Murphy and Son of Chicago who had restaurant privileges along the entire Erie line 
from New York City to Chicago. 
 

This work was in keeping with the Erie Company's general remodeling at the 
time. The Railway Express Agency building next door was also constructed at this time, 
along with the western wing of the depot, now known as the baggage room. 

 
 The building fell into disrepair in the 1970s after it was closed by the Erie 
Lackawanna and there was even some discussion of demolishing it. After a seven-year 
effort by the Minisink Valley Historical Society, the Depot Preservation Society and the 
Port Jervis Development Corporation. From 1989 until 2002 a railroad museum was 
located in the building and drew many visitors. The museum was closed in 2002 and the 
building is now owned by two local developers. Most of the building's interior and 
exterior historic fabric was subsequently removed. 
 
 Stephen Crane debarked here many times on his visits to Port Jervis and on his 
way to the Hartwood Club in the Town of Forestburgh in Sullivan County on the Port 
Jervis & Monticello Railroad. It later became a part of the Ontario and Western Railroad 
which ceased to exist in 1955. 
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